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Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run over if you 
just sit there. 
(Will Rogers) 
 




There is a rainbow after storm’s gone. 
Going extra miles from your common fight. 
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IKHA MUFLIKHAH MAHARANI . A320080201. A STUDY OF 
AMBIGUITY IN THE ARTICLES OF “LIFE & TIMES” COLUMN IN 
THE JAKARTA GLOBE NEWSPAPER. RESEARCH PAPER. 
MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2012. 
The research deals with the ambiguity which is reflected in the articles of 
Life & Times column in the Jakarta Globe newspaper. The aims of the research 
are (1) to describe what the types of ambiguity, (2) to describe the dominant 
ambiguity, and (3) to describe the reasons of the ambiguous sentences. 
The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research. The data 
source of this research is headline news articles of Life & Times column in the 
Jakarta Globe newspaper in Desember 2011. The data collection technique is 
documentation. The technique of data analysis are having a list of ambiguous 
sentences, describing the types of ambiguity and describing the ways to 
disambiguate those sentences. The writer uses the theories of Kent Bach, Trask 
and Stockwell, and Kempson to analyze the types of ambiguity. 
The results of the study show that (1) the writer finds all the types of 
ambiguity namely: lexical ambiguity and structural ambiguity, (2) the dominant 
types of ambiguity is structural ambiguity, and (3) the two main sources of the 
reasons of ambiguous sentence are word order and word meaning. The frequency 
of each type of ambiguity are: (1) Structural ambiguity with 15 surface structure 
ambiguity or 37, 5 % and 13 deep structure ambiguity or 32, 5 %, and (2) Lexical 
ambiguity with 12 number of ambiguous sentences or 30 %.  
Keywords: Ambiguity, lexical, structural, paraphrasal, truth conditional, 
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